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Precision and (Fit): 
Re-Calibrating the Dwelling 

GREGORY STROH 
Syracuse University 

The  re-inhabitation of a dormant former duelling enacted the 
circumstance for the transformation of this cottagr. The owners. 
realizing the need to  not only rehabilitate. pet transform the 
current space. mere interested in learning the parameters. 
limits. and potentials of design and construction that would 
produce a coherent and legible organization of spaces. The 
concealed. distressed structural armature of the cottage dictated 
an approach of selectixe removal: a subtracting of both. the 
remnants of past building practices and deca!ing materials. The 
hea\il\ textured stucco and an earlier addition to the north 
were stripped aIdaj. a l l o ~ i n g  the octagonal form of a past time 
to read. This seam and a zoning ordinance established the 
parameters of construction for the addition. 

B e  condensed most of the program of the 'new" [master 
bedroom. bathrooms. upper and louer sitting looms. dining 
room. offices] into this demarcated zone. U e a l l o ~ e d  the 
h o ~  ering mass of the cantilex ered rnastei suite to extend the 
rnain l i~ ing  plane of the house. thus intensihing the relation- 
ship of occupant and nature. It n a s  most noticeably experi- 
enced thiough faint traces of the hound. and scents of the - 
~ o o d s .  as landscape and site inhabit t he  spare of the room. 
Precise11 positioned bet~teen the 'sliding' ~ a l l s  ot the prilate 
master suite and public sitting rooms. the cantilevered stair 
performs as both. an  instrument of orientation and a. a 
mediato~ for the spaces. L one of a series of higlil! detailed 
constiuctf inserted into the rnodified context. it proxides a 
counterpoint to the normati\ e construction techniques spatiall! 
and materiall!. 

Issues of tiansparencj and pril ac! v ere attuned through the 
selecti~e use arid placement of openings: a clereytoi? uindov in 
the hedroorn iegisters conditions of site as erer changing 
rnarliinp on the interior. Tuo  sk!lights. one an insertion 
betneen the st~uctural  wood l~ednls of t he  wiedt ioorn. anotlier. : 
nested uithin the slot of space at enti? Into the l o ~ e ~  h e 1  
re\ eal condition. of site from aboxe. A rnateriall~ rich and 
texturcd palette of lead coated topper. weftrrn red cedar. 

stained cernent board. and painted steel sheathe the  exterior. 
permeating through to the  interior. establishing a material 
continuit\ hetween the rehabilitated spaces of the cottage and 
the iuhtle space< of the inter~ention.  
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The final spaces represent a complex plaj of relationships 
between the existing and  the inten-en ti or^. This synthesis comes 
from a design that enables the dail! use and the weathering arid 
aging of rnatrrials and spaces to perform at their own pace. B! 
 ork king uithin the constraints of this srrlall uroiect. esulorirle 

the potential for change. the restoration and addition sought to 
create a meaningful ernironrnent for its occupants at this new 
threshold in their lives. 
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